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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 14083 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, SF, WA, JA 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS OF GOJ PLANNING FOR UNTAG 

REF: TOKYO 13861 

1 . ASAHI AND MAINICHI REPORTED AUGUST 3 THAT GOJ HAD 
DECIDED TO DISPATCH ABOUT 20 PERSONS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS IN NAMIBIA. REPORTS, ATTRIBUTED 
TO "GOVERNMENT SOURCE", SAID DECISION REFLECTED GOJ DESIRE 
TO ADD STRENGTH TO UN-CENTERED "PEACE DIPLOMACY" BY 
EXTENDING PERSONNEL AS WELL AS FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO SUCH 
OPERATIONS. MOFA WAS SAID TO HAVE EXAMINED POSSIBILITY 
OF DISPATCHING SDF PERSONNEL, BUT TO HAVE CONCLUDED THAT 
THIS WOULD HAVE REQUIRED REVISION OF LAW. THUS, MORE 
LIKELY POSSIBILITIES WERE THOUGHT TO BE PERSONNEL FROM 
MOFA, AUTONOMY MINISTRY, POLICE AGENCY OR OVERSEAS 
VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
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2. ARTICLES NOTED THAT WHILE JAPANESE MONETARY CONTRIBU- 
TION TO UN RANKED THIRD IN WORLD, THERE HAD BEEN SOME 
DISSATISFACTION AMONG MEMBER STATES WITH JAPAN'S FAILURE 
TO PROVIDE PERSONNEL. CONTRIBUTION TO NAMIBIAN OPERATION, 
IT WAS THOUGHT, MIGHT REDUCE SUCH CRITICISM AND STRENGTHEN 
JAPANESE VOICE IN UN. ARTICLES REVIEWED NAMIBIAN SITUA- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TION; NOTED THAT BECAUSE OF DISTANCE FROM JAPAN IT WAS 
LESS POLITICALLY SENSITIVE THAN OTHER AREAS AND MIGHT 
THEREFORE BE GOOD TEST CASE FOR JAPANESE PARTICIPATION; 

AND SAID MOFA OFFICIALS EXPECTED SOME CRITICISM FROM 
OPPOSITION PARTIES BUT WERE CONFIDENT IT WOULD NOT BE 
SERIOUS. 

3. WHILE REPORTS APPEARED TO BE ANOTHER STEP IN MOFA 
EFFORT TO CONDITION PUBLIC OPINION FOR GOJ PARTICIPATION 
IN UNTAG. MOFA OFFICIALS HAVE CLAIMED THIS WAS NOT IN FACT 
THE CASE. UN BUREAU DIRGEN OKAWA TOLD EMBOFF REPORTS WERE 
"PREMATURE" AND SAID HE HAD SPENT MOST OF AUGUST 3 
ATTEMPTING TO DAMPEN PRESS SPECULATION AS TO IMPLICATIONS 
OF NAMIBIAN OPERATION. UN POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIVDIR 
WATANABE SAID ASAHI HAD GOTTEN STORY FROM "UNKNOWN SOURCE", 
AFTER WHICH MAINICHI HAD CALLED TO CONFIRM VARIOUS ASPECTS. 
WATANABE THOUGHT EFFECT OF STORIES COULD BE SALUTARY, BUT 
AGREED WITH OKAWA OBSERVATION THAT THEY WERE PREMATURE IN 
THAT PUBLIC ATTENTION WOULD BE FOCUSSED ON GOJ PLANNING 
BEFORE THOSE PLANS AND SUPPORTING RATIONALE WERE FULLY 
DEVELOPED. HE SAID MOFA WOULD HAVE PREFERRED MORE GRADUAL 
EDUCATIONAL PROCESS. 

4. APART FROM IMPLICATION LEFT BY ARTICLES THAT PLANNING 
FOR UNTAG PARTICIPATION WAS MORE ADVANCED THAN WAS IN FACT 
THE CASE, WATANABE SAID MOFA WAS DISTURBED BY POSSIBILITY 
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THAT GOJ CONSIDERATION OF CIVILIAN CONTRIBUTION TO UNTAG 
WOULD BECOME LINKED IN PUBLIC MIND WITH ISSUE, CURRENTLY 
RECEIVING CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION, OF APPROPRIATE ROLE OF 
SELF DEFENSE FORCES. THUS, CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY ABE, 

IN BRIEFING PRESS AFTERNOON AUGUST 3, STRESSED THAT WHAT 
GOJ HAD IN MIND WAS CONTRIBUTION TO ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECT 
OF UN OPERATION IN NAMIBIA, E.G., ELECTION SUPERVISION, 

WHICH HE DISTINGUISHED FROM QUASI-MILITARY PEACEKEEPING 
ACTIVITY. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE GOJ HAS BEEN VIGOROUSLY BACKPEDALING 
IN WAKE OF ASAHI AND MAINICHI ARTICLES, WE DOUBT THAT LEAK 
WAS ENTIRELY UNINSPIRED. ALTHOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN 
PREMATURE. STORIES HAVE SERVED TO SURFACE, IN NOT UNHELPFUL 
WAY, AN IMPORTANT GOJ INITIATIVE WHICH, IF IT IS TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED AT ALL, WILL TAKE PLACE VERY SOON. OKAWA 
INFORMED EMBOFF EARLIER IN WEEK THAT VICE MINISTER ARITA 
HAD JUST BRIEFED CABINET THAT POSSIBILITY OF GOJ PARTICIPA- 
TION IN UNTAG WAS UNDER STUDY. AS TO OTHER CONCERN VOICED 
BY WATANABE, I.E., THAT QUESTION OF PERSONNEL FOR UNTAG 
COULD BE CONFUSED IN POPULAR MIND WITH DEBATE CONCERNING 
SDF ROLE AND ALLEGATIONS MADE THAT CIVILIAN UNTAG 
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PARTICIPATION WAS OPENING WEDGE FOR SUBSEQUENT SDF DISPATCH 
OVERSEAS, WE DO NOT DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY THAT THIS COULD BE 
COMPLICATING FACTOR, BUT BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE MANAGEABLE, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE DIET IS NOT IN SESSION. MANSFIELD 
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